
 

 

 

The Honorable Saxby Chambliss 

United States Senate 

SR-416 

Washington, D.C. 20510-1005 

 

Dear Senator Chambliss: 

 

I am writing you in regards to an issue that is of great concern to me.  As you are aware, 

the United States Army Corps of Engineers owns and operates Lake Sydney Lanier in North 

Georgia.  Lake Lanier was built in the 1940's to provide a source of water, hydro electric power 

and recreation for all of North Georgia.  For the last 50 years, the Corps of Engineers has done an 

excellent job managing Lake Lanier and its shoreline for the use of the general public, whose tax 

dollars paid for the construction and maintenance of Lake Lanier.  Due to the proximity of Lake 

Lanier to Atlanta and due to the recent population boom in North Georgia, Lake Lanier is the 

most visited Corps operated lake in the United States with over 7.5 million visitors annually. 

 

However, in times of tight budgets and ongoing commitments in Iraq and in Louisiana, 

the Corps of Engineers has been forced to indefinitely close a number of Corps’ owned parks to 

public use.  Recently, it has come to the attention of the community that the YMCA of Greater 

Atlanta is seeking to lease and permanently closed Bethel Park to the general public.  Currently, 

Bethel Park is a 70 acre wooded day use park owned and operated by the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers in Forsyth County and it remains one of the few fee-free Corps’ owned parks on Lake 

Lanier.  Bethel Park is a popular destination of over 21,528 visitors from all across Georgia who 

utilize its boat ramp, boat dock, restroom facilities, hiking trails and picnic areas 365 days a year. 

 

I’m writing you for your support in saving Bethel Park so that all your constituents can 

continue to enjoy Bethel Park.  As I stated above, Bethel Park was built with our tax dollars and 

should remain open for all to enjoy.  Please contact the Corps of Engineers and express your 

opposition for the YMCA’s plans to privatize Bethel Park.  Additionally, you can assist the 

community by supporting the proposed takeover of Bethel Park by Forsyth County, who would 

operate Bethel Park as a public park open for all to enjoy. 

 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention and support.  I look forward in working 

with you and your staff to save Bethel Park for all to enjoy! 

 

Sincerely,  

 



 

Senator Saxby Chambliss  

 

     Washington Office:  

     SR-416  

     Washington, D.C. 20510-1005  

     Phone: 202.224.3521  

     Fax: 202.224.0103  

 

 

Main District Office:  

100 Galleria, Ste. 1340  

Atlanta, GA 30339  

Phone: 770.763.9090  

Fax: 770.226.8633 

 

Senator Johnny Isakson  

 

     Washington Office:  

     SR-120  

     Washington, D.C. 20510-1006  

     Phone: 202.224.3643  

     Fax: 202.228.0724 

 

 

Main District Office:  

3625 Cumberland Blvd., Ste. 970  

Atlanta, GA 30339  

Phone: 770.661.0999  

Fax: 770.661.0768 

 

Representative Nathan Deal  

 

     Washington Office:  

     2133 RHOB  

     Washington, D.C. 20515-1010  

     Phone: 202.225.5211  

     Fax: 202.225.8272 

 

 

Main District Office:  

Wachovia Center  

340 Jesse Jewel Pkwy., Ste. 520  

Gainesville, GA 30503  

Phone: 770.535.2592  

Fax: 770.535.2765 

 

Governor Sonny Perdue  

     Office of the Governor  

     Georgia State Capitol  

     Atlanta, GA 30334  

     Phone: 404.656.1776  

     Fax: 404.657.7332 

 

 


